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gives the result of a canvass of the opinions of American economists on mini- 
mum wage legislation. 

Though the book is in the main descriptive, it is tinged with propagandism. 
The author favors the minimum wage. He advances no new arguments, but 
omits important criticisms. Universally, it is contended, efficiency has in- 
creased with increased wages and the standard of living has been raised; 
employers are satisfied in a majority of cases, and little unemployment has 
resulted. No study, however, is here made of the cost to the consumer. 



The Federal Executive. By John Philip Hill. Boston and New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1916. 8vo, pp. 269. $2.00. 
This volume is practically a history of the Executive Department of the 
United States government. The main theme of the whole book is the growth 
of power of the president and his cabinet. All of the more important executive 
functions have been traced back to their sources. A considerable space is 
devoted to the consideration of the multiplicity of duties attached to the 
Executive Department and the great importance of these duties. Mr. Hill 
holds to the idea that this relative enlargement of the scope of executive 
power is in keeping with the general advancement of civilization, and points 
out general lines along which still further prestige should be given to this 
Department. A greater degree of efficiency can best be obtained by a still 
further concentration of discretionary power in the hands of the few. There 
seems to be no question in the author's mind that as time goes on the cabinet 
will come to be a more important factor in the shaping of our international as 
well as our internal policies. New departments will be added as the need for 
them is felt, and each will tend to outgrow the temporary restrictions placed 
upon it by shelf-worn traditions. 



The Operation of the Initiative, Referendum, and Recall in Oregon. 

By James Duff Barnett. New York: Macmillan, 1915. 8vo, 

pp. xi+295. $2.00. 

In this book Professor Barnett endeavors to show the actual working of 
the initiative, referendum, and recall in the state of Oregon, and the attitude 
of the people toward direct legislation. The same problems which have con- 
fronted legislation by representative bodies are shown to reappear when the 
people become their own legislature. Particularly, the indifference of voters, 
absence of skill in drafting of laws, irresponsible indorsers, the influence of 
organized groups, difficulties with the ballot by reason of complexity, and 
development of a professional group of "paid petition passers," are revealed; 
and the attempts of the people to eliminate these difficulties are set forth. A 
noteworthy feature of the work is the reliance upon the press of the state, 



